
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A message from Fr. Monte, 

Pope Franics Planning to Visit Iraq 

Christians across Iraq are eagerly 

anticipating Pope Francis’ planned March 5-8 visit 

to their country.  Although Christians represent a 

small minority of the Iraqi population, perhaps 

numbering 1 million out of a total population of 39 

million, they trace their lineage to the earliest 

decades of our faith.  Many of them feel they are 

being treated as second-class citizens in their own 

land. 

 Interviews with Iraqi Christians reveal their 

hopes for the papal visit.  Many face 

discrimination because of their faith and they hope 

that the Pope will get a better understanding of 

their situation.  He is already familiar with their 

courage and their practice of the faith.  The hope is 

that he will hear from the people and get a better 

sense about their personal suffering and what they 

wish for the future. 

 There are concerns about his safety and 

security during the visit.  Less than a month ago 

there were serious attacks in Baghdad.  

Nevertheless, although the people feel wounded by 

the troubles, they also feel that “someone is 

coming to tell us, “I am with you and I love you”.  

And love is important, as it will allow us to have a 

brighter future,” said one Dominican priest. 

 There is a general hope that there will be 

good results from the visit not only to Christians, 

but for other minorities as well.  As one journalist 

said, “The Pope is indeed representing Christians, 

but he wants to spread the message of peace not 

only the Christians but to all religions of the 

world.” 

 

Readers for St. Ann`s – Feb 21st     

1st        Lawrence Cameron 

2nd       Elaine Geldart 

 

Readers for St. Ann`s – Feb 28th     

1st        John Monkhouse  

2nd       Liz Solomon 

 

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s   

Feb 21st    Charlie L. Sabattis  

Feb 28th    Elmer Clark 

 

READERS at HOLY FAMILY: 
Feb 20th Mary Estabrooks 
Feb 21st  Jane Buckley 
Feb 27th  Paula Ryan 
Feb 28th   Chris Robbins 
March 6 Anna Mae Snider 
March 7 Norma Downing  
 
Mass Intentions at Holy Family 
Feb 20th       Jean Dufour 
Feb 21st     Doris Romeo Blanchard 
Feb 27th     John Bliss 
Feb 28th     Marie Dionne 
 
READINGS for February 21st       

1st Reading:    Genesis 9.8-15 

2nd Reading:   1 Peter 3.18-22 

Gospel:             Mark 1:12-15 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Your paths, Lord, are love 

and faithfulness for those who keep your 

covenant.  
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Rosary at Holy Family: Rosary is held every 
Thursday morning at 10:30am at Holy Family 
Church.  For further information call Judy Kelly at 
478-7274 or the church office at 444-6021.  All are 
welcome! 

 
Divine Mercy:  Divine Mercy is held every Friday at 
3pm at St. Ann’s Church.  Please call Liz Solomon at 
363-4493 for further information.   All are welcome! 

 
Sunday Missals and Little Black Books for Lent are 

available by request.  Contact the parish office 444-
6021 and leave a message or email 

office@stkateri.ca 
 

Live Streaming:   Each Saturday you can watch the 
4:30pm Mass from Holy Family live on the internet 

on our website stkateri.ca. The recording of the 
Saturday Mass will be posted on the website 

(stkateri.ca) the next day.  

 
 
2020 Donations Tax Receipts have been mailed out 
to Parishioners.  If you did not receive yours and 
have a change in your address, please email or call 
(444-6021) the parish office at office@stkateri.ca 
to inform us and we will update in our database 
and resend you a copy.   
 
If you wish to added to the Parish Email list to 
receive bulletins and notices, please email us at 
office@stkateri.ca and we will add you to our list.    

 
 
Parish Updates on your Home Phone - The Parish is 
looking to provide updates via phone messaging to 
include upcoming events and special 
announcements for our Parish.  If you would like to 
sign-up for this service, please include your name 
and phone number on the sign-up sheet in the 
Church Lobby or call the Parish Office (444-6021) 
and leave your name and number. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Weekday Mass during Lent:  Please join us 

every Tuesday morning at 10:30am at Holy 

Family Church. 

 

Special Collection During Lent 
Throughout Lent we will be collecting bathroom 
tissue for the Phoenix Learning Centre a shelter for 
the homeless situated on the Woodstock Road. 

The centre is a pilot program funded by the 
Canadian Medical Association and the City of 
Fredericton. It is also an extension of addiction 
treatment facility Riverstone Recovery Centre.  “We 
have a place where people can come in, feel safe, 
get warm, have a snack, have a chat. If they have 
some issues, we can help them get through it,” said 
Scott Earle, the Phoenix Learning Centre 
Coordinator.     

Donations will be accepted throughout Lent at Holy 
Family Church.         

Stations of the Cross:  With Lent upon us we have 
undertaken the production of the Scriptural Stations 
of the Cross which is now posted on our website at 
stkateri.ca 

The Stations can be found in the blue Sunday Missal 
on page 606 if you wish to follow along. 

Cookie Sunday Weekend:  Next Cookie Sunday 
Weekend is February 27 & 28.  In addition to 
cookies, we will also continue to collect donations 
for the Food Bank. Mark your calendars! 
 
Help for the Homeless:  There is a serious need for 
adult’s warm winter hats, mitts/gloves and socks 
particularly for men among the homeless.  Please 
consider donating one or more of these items.  Drop 
off is at Holy Family Church. 

 

Activities for Lent is attached to today’s Bulletin. 
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Our Sacred Stories 

Our Journey Through Lent 

(Fr. John Jennings) 

 

 Several years ago, a couple of my friends 

embarked on the pilgrimage walk from southern 

France, over the Pyrenees to Santiago de 

Compostela on the west coast of Spain.  They were 

on a 30-day journey over almost 800 kms of hills 

and valleys.  They encountered many people, fellow 

pilgrims as well as local folk, and passed through 

some beautiful countryside and striking scenery. 

Not surprisingly, they had many experiences and 

faced some challenges. 

 Each day they created a blog that they 

shared with us back here at home.  As they did so it 

became apparent that the Camino was a journey of 

discovery.  It also became clear that the experience 

was leaving an impact on them.  As they began their 

pilgrimage, the blog said much about the 

countryside through which they were passing.  After 

about a week, the blog began a gradual turn in its 

focus.  The countryside was still there.  But one 

began to sense how they felt about what they were 

doing and how they were affected by the trek. 

 When I was young, Lent was about what I 

was going to give up – candy, movies.  Later it took 

on something like the New Years resolution – what 

can I do to become better at something.  Certainly, 

that is an improvement.  But perhaps there is more. 

 Our observance of Lent has its origins in the 

early Christian church and is associated with the 

sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist.  These sacraments of welcome generally 

would take place at Easter.  From the earliest of 

times, Christians developed a process for welcoming 

new members into the community.  When the 

person was ready to ask for baptism at Easter, there 

was a final short, more intense period of prayer, 

fasting and good works.  This was Lent – a time of 

transformation, a conversion. 

 A scriptural image of this period of intense 

prayer and fasting and discovery of mission is found 

in the Gospels.  We see it in the desert experience 

of Jesus.  Mark’s version of this is brief (1:12-15). 

After his baptism, Jesus ventured into the desert.  

There, he searched for where the Spirit was leading 

him.  He struggled with temptations.  In that desert, 

Jesus found his call as well as his mission.  Filled 

with the Spirit, he came out of the desert 

proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom. 

Lent every year is our desert experience, a 

time to rediscover our connection with our loving 

parent God.  In the desert of Lent we step back and 

look at where we are in our journey, our personal 

Camino.  We have been baptized into Christ.  What 

does this really mean for us?  How does being a 

member of this community of Christians affect who 

we are and how we see others? 

In a recent blog, Dr. Michael Higgins quoted 

an author, Brian Doyle.  Just before he died, in 2017, 

Doyle reflected on his life, especially his core 

relationships and his Catholic faith in “A Prayer for 

You and Yours”.  Of that faith he says: “I saw for the 

first time in my life that there were two Catholic 

Churches, one a noun and the other a verb, one a 

corporation and the other a wild idea held in the 

hearts of millions of people who are utterly 

uninterested in authority and power and rules and 

regulations, and very interested indeed in finding 

ways to walk through the bruises of life with grace 

and humility.”  (Quoted by Michael Higgins, 

President of Corpus Christi-St. Marks at UBC.  

“Pontifex Minimus Blog: Presidential Reflections on 

the Catholic Intellectual Tradition”, 12 Feb 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT? 
In the words of Pope Francis 

 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

 

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

 

Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

 

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

 

Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

 

Fast from complaints; contemplate simplicity. 

 

Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

 

Fast from bitterness; fill your hearts with joy. 

 

Fast from selfishness & be compassionate. 

 

Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

 

Fast from words; be silent and listen. 

 

 

 

Community Volunteer Income Tax Program  

CVITP: Do you look forward each year to 

preparing and filing your annual income tax return? 

Many Do Not! 

 

Our Lady of Peace Parish, in collaboration with the 

Canada Revenue Agency, is pleased to announce 

that a tax preparation clinic will be provided (Free of 

Charge) to prepare tax returns for individuals who 

have a modest income and a simple tax situation. 

Due to COVID concerns, all sessions will be 

performed remotely.  The tax preparation service 

will commence March, 2021.   

 

Steve Linton, a parishioner at St. Anthony’s Church 

and volunteer for CVITP, will be available 

by appointment to prepare your income tax and 

benefit returns. 

 

 

 

The service does not include tax returns for complex 

situations such as: returns for deceased persons; 

individuals who file for bankruptcy; self-employed 

individuals; individuals who report capital gains or 

losses; or individuals who report employment 

expenses, or business rental income or expenses. 

Should yourself or others you know be interested in 
this community service please contact Steve 
Linton for further information at 506-261-7600 
or lintons@nbnet.nb.ca 
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